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The health and safety of our students, staff and families is of utmost importance as 
we prepare to return to school. School will look much different than previous years 
due to new health and safety measures in response to COVID-19. The Sedro-Woolley 
School District ongoing plans are based on guidance from public health officials and 
state and federal health agencies. 

The District is focused on our identified mission, vision, beliefs and goals.

MISSION BELIEFS

VISION

GOALS

The mission of 
the Sedro-Woolley 
School District 
is every student 
graduates with the 
knowledge and 
skills for future 
learning and 
success.

Graduates apply 
their knowledge 
and the skills of 
communication, 
collaboration, 
critical thinking
and life to become 
competent, 
productive, 
contributing 
citizens of the 
21st Century.

We believe:
n All students can achieve at high 
levels and it is a collective responsi-
bility to make this
happen.
n  Student ownership of learning 
(intrinsic motivation) and engage-
ment is critical in the
educational process.
n  Staff are fundamental in creating 
motivation and resilience.
n  We have the responsibility to 
help students become self-directed 
learners.
n  Effective two-way communication 
between the district, parents and 
families, and the
community is key to our success 
and continued pride in our communi-
ty history.
n  Early learning creates a strong 
foundation for future success.
n  Parents, families, and caregivers 
are critical partners in educating 
students.
n  Collaborative is critical to suc-
cess amongst all stakeholders.
n  Provide all students access to 
social and emotional learning.

ACHIEVEMENT: Prioritize 
student achievement 
and provide high-quality 
instruction in
every classroom every 
day. 

EQUITY: Provide equity, 
access, and opportunity to 
all students and families in 
a student-focused learning 
organization. 

STEWARDSHIP: Ensure 
responsible allocation of 
resources to maximize 
student learning. 

PARTNERSHIPS: Develop 
and sustain strong 
partnerships with our 
community in order
to create a more unified 
learning environment for 
everyone. 

CONTINUOUS 
LEARNING: Foster a 
community of life-long 
learners.

RetuRn-to-School
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The Department of Health (DOH) revised the metrics in December 2020 to inform local 
decisions around the provision of in-person learning and the risk of transmission of COVID-19 

in school environments. These revisions were based on emerging research and data 
gathered by state and national officials.

Changes included revisions to the COVID-19 incidence rates to consider when making decisions about 
who to prioritize in-person learning for and further clarification that local leaders should consider test 

positivity and trends in cases and hospitalizations to inform decisions around in person learning.

DOH defined a maximum ‘small group’ size of 15 for learning when disease activity is high and 
defined our ‘youngest learners’.
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There will be 15 or less students in each classroom because of the 6ft. social distancing factor.
How many students will be allowed in eacH classroom?

Updated Frequently Asked Questions

Students will move from class to class wearing their masks with a schedule that will minimize the 
number of students in the halls at any one time.

How will students move from class to class?

In most cases, students will continue with the same classes they are in now, but depending on how 
many teachers are needed for remote/hybrid there may be changes. The school administration is 
currently working on second semester scheduling now and will finalize the master schedule once we 
have the survey data from families.

will students be continuing tHe same classes tHat tHey are in now?

Schools are required to have families make student attestations daily regarding their health. In 
addition, if a student does have symptoms that they are ill, each school has a separate room for their 
accommodation with health room staff making an evaluation. If there is a confirmed case we are 
required to follow the department of health guidelines and recommendations, that includes isolation 
at home for the next 14 days. With support from public health we also contact trace to determine who 
was exposed to the confirmed case to determine if further isolation of staff and students is necessary.
We have had very few of these cases. Schools are operating and will operate following the 
department of health guidelines that include face coverings, social distancing, and practicing 
good hygiene (washing hands, keeping touch spots sanitized, etc.). See next page for COVID-19 
Screening Flowchart. 

are tHere plans for How tHe scHool will Handle a confirmed case?

With half as many students attending school in the hybrid model, both the middle and high school 
will be able to schedule lunches in their respective cafeteria’s maintaining the required 6ft. social 
distancing requirement.

How would luncHes work (location, timing)?

At this time we do not have a specific dates. In preparation for implementation of in-person learning, 
we are surveying families to determine staffing needs.

wHen will students return to scHool in tHe Hybrid setting?

Students will continue to work on identified standards and specific foundational skills each day 
of instruction. Remote students will be expected to learn much more independently. Each school 
building will have more specific information available for families about their remote and hybrid plans. 

wHat will remote learning look like after otHer students return to Hybrid? 

Please send any additional questions about reopening to questions@swsdonline.com. 
wHat if i Have additional questions not answered in tHis guide?





Sedro-Woolley Remote Learning
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SWSD staff will use synchronous and asynchronous learning in our remote and hybrid learning 
stages. First, let’s define what those terms mean! 

What is asynchronous learning? 
Asynchronous learning allows students to complete 
assignments after they have received instruction. 

Staff will provide materials, lectures, tests and 
assignments that students can access from home. 

Students will be given a due date when each 
assignment needs to be completed. 

Students will be able to communicate with staff 
members via email.

Staff may use Loom to record video instructions for 
students to access when they are working with other 
students in small groups or in 1:1 settings. 

Asynchronous learning allows students to work at their 
own pace to complete assignments and is flexible for 
those who may need extra time or assistance. 

What is synchronous learning? 
Synchronous learning requires students and staff 
to be online at the same time. 

Staff will use Zoom to interact with their entire 
class. Students will be able to ask questions by 
raising their hands or with a direct chat to their 
instructor. 

Lectures, discussions and presentations occur at 
a specific time. 

All students must be online at a specific time in 
order to participate. 

Communication happens in real time, whether 
remote or in-person.

Allows for instant feedback and clarification. 

Staff will also have office hours available for 
students and families to answer questions about 
assignments or to request additional feedback. 



It will be imperative that students have access to Google Classroom (K–6) or 
Canvas (7–12). They can access these through their personal computer or by 
checking out a district Chromebook. Families will be able to request a Chromebook 
through a district survey, and distribution information will be shared on the district 
website and Facebook page. 
Please note:
• Families will be charged $250 per Chromebook for any machines not returned by 
the end of the 2020–2021 school year. 
• Families will be charged for any damages to the Chromebooks, including a $250 
replacement fee. 
• Chromebooks will be turned off at the conclusion of the 2020–2021 school year. 

cHromebooks

Under the first two stages, it is imperative that your child has access to WiFi. 
Families will fill out a district survey about WiFi access. A very limited number of 
WiFi hotspots may be available for households. Each school also has WiFi that 
students can access from nearby parking lots. 

wifi

Food Service will continue to serve our students breakfast and lunch at no cost 
through the end of the 2020-2021 school year. 

Once we transition to either a Hybrid or In-Person Learning Model, breakfast will 
most likely be served as a grab-and-go option that students can take with them to 
class while lunch will be served to students to return to their classrooms to eat.

Students may also choose to bring their lunch from home in a lunchbox of their 
choice.

Sign up for a weekly meal kit on the district website.  

food service

General Information

The District will follow the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
attendance reporting requirements. Students will be required to attend class and 
meet daily attendance requirements.

attendance

Each sport and/or activity affiliated with the WIAA will adhere to newly established 
guidelines. There will be a modified sports season for the 2020-2021 school year. 

Please visit wiaa.com and choose COVID-19 Planning under Sports/Activities for 
up-to-the minute information about the guidelines for middle and high school sports. 

atHletics
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https://www.swsd.k12.wa.us/Page/5086


The Sedro-Woolley School District recognizes the social emotional impact of the pandemic including 
fear, loss and isolation.

The district has committed to increasing mental health supports for students in the upcoming school 
year, including a renewed focus on social-emotional learning.

Attending to the social emotional well-being of our students will be a top priority 
as they return to school virtually and then eventually in person.

District and school staffs are committed to supporting students’ social emotional wellness and 
offering resources to ensure students transition back to school smoothly. Support may include social 
emotional learning, building relationships, and increased access to mental health/wellness services. 

Families and schools will work together to check how students are feeling and assess their individual 
needs to provide the support our students need during these challenging times.

Social Emotional Learning

STAYING 
SAFE 
TOGETHER

How can families
prepare at home?

The guidelines SWSD will implement to address the 

challenges of COVID-19 in the upcoming school year may 

seem uncomfortable to students at first. Try these tips from 

our school counselors to help your child prepare at home.

TALK TO 
YOUR 
CHILD

about 
returning to

school. 

MODEL AT 
HOME
wearing a 

face covering, 
washing your 

hands & 
demonstrating 

six feet of 
distance.

Allow your child 
to

PICK OUT
A FACE

COVERING
that is 

comfortable
to him or her.

PRACTICE
putting on & 

taking off a face 
covering –
You can 

PRACTICE with 
a favorite

doll or stuffed 
animal!

Encourage your 
child to

ASK 
QUESTIONS
and communicate

his or her 
feelings.
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What Families Can Expect When Schools Reopen
As the district reopens, Department of Health guidelines will be followed for social distancing, hand washing 
and face coverings. These guidelines will require a hybrid learning model because of the limited square 
footage in our district. Social distancing is important to ensure the health and wellness of our students and 
staff as it will help limit the spread of the virus. Social distancing will need to be practiced in all classes, 
courses, and spaces.
The district will also offer a remote learning for those families who aren’t comfortable returning to campus. 

Schools will implement the following 
strategies to maintain smaller groups 
of students in shared spaces:

Modified school schedules and/or courses if social 
distancing is not feasible or if there is an increased risk 
of spread; alternative accommodations and options will 
be considered

Face coverings required per Washington state mandate

Limit visitors on campus

Keep students in smaller groups

Serve meals in small group settings

Space desks further apart to ensure to the extent 
possible for desks to be spaced six feet apart 

Serve individually plated or boxed meals

Where possible, keep student groups from mixing

Stagger lunches, recesses, and other transition times

No large gatherings such as assemblies and dances

Identify a sick room for students who are not feeling well 
to minimize contact with others until they are able to go 
home

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

What is SOCIAL
DISTANCING?

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
define SOCIAL DISTANCING as:

Remaining out 
of congregate 
settings

Avoiding mass 
gatherings

1 2

3
Maintaining approximately
6 feet of distance from others 
when possible

6
FEET

The Sedro-Woolley School District 
is committed to ensuring the health 

and wellness of all students. As public 
health guidelines change, the district 

will adjust plans accordingly.

We will work together with our 
students and families to keep our 
children safe as we transition to a 

new school year.

GUIDE 2020-2021RetuRn-to-School
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Have you contacted  
... Your child’s teacher?
... Your school’s principal and/or assistant principal? 

These are the two best places to start for a prompt 
resolution!

Big Lake Elementary
(360) 855-3525

Central Elementary
(360) 855-3560

Clear Lake Elementary
(360) 855-3530

Evergreen Elementary
(360) 855-3545

Lyman Elementary
(360) 855-3535

Mary Purcell Elementary
(360) 855-3555

Samish Elementary
(360) 855-3540

Cascade Middle School
(360) 855-3520

Sedro-Woolley High School
(360) 855-3510

State Street High School
(360) 855-3550

Connections Academy/Job 
Corps
(360) 855-3553

?
Sharing concerns & feedback
Families who have concerns or feedback regarding school issues 
are encouraged to contact your student’s school first. This can 
include your student’s teacher or school administrator. This will 
ensure a swift remedy to the issue. 

When all else fails
Effective communication is critical in this process. If families cannot 
resolve the issue with the teacher and school administrator, they are 
welcome to contact the District Office by calling the main district at 
(360) 855-3500. 

school COMMUNICATION

Food Services
360-855-3515

Transportation
360-855-3504

Special Programs (Special Ed, 
McKinney Vento, LAP, Title I)
360-855-3565

Athletics
360-855-3514

Departmental Information

School Information


